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Center for Improving Youth Justice 
Pencil & Palette Creative Contest

Drawing Winner: Jacob 

Strength Through Struggle 
I’ve been at the same correctional facility for three years now and I’ve

constantly been 

drawing. My pain is in these pieces of art and that is what gives them value no matter how good or 
how bad they are. I used to draw only knives, nooses, and whatever else was sad. That changed, 
because people challenged me to be better. Now I’m going to pursue a living in tattooing once I’m 
free of these walls. Drawing is what got me through some of my worst days and it’ll soon bring me 
some of my best days. 

The blindfold represents the pain I hide in my work. The tears represent the emotions I felt. 
The shakiness represents my anxiety. The hair represents my OCD and my need for order. My art is 
my strength and my gift I bring to you. I have one of the greatest strengths I could ever think of. My 
art will carry me through struggle onto a better future. I never been good looking, so my art will take 
my place. I’m finding hope and that’s how this drawing relates. I’m seeing a future where I can be 
something, because of my art. All this struggle means something now I know where I need to go. 



Center for Improving Youth Justice 
Pencil & Palette Creative Contest

Short Story Winner: Makenzie 







Center for Improving Youth Justice 
Pencil & Palette Creative Contest

Poetry Winner: Raeliannah 






